


Foreword



Dearreader,
YoufindhereanewmilestoneinthefastevolutionofE-LearningforHigherEducation.Ifyousee

itschaptercontentsandthematictopicsfanout,itwillbeimmediatelyclearthattheepitomeofthis
bookentersanewstageofdidacticinnovations;itnolongerlegitimatesnewlearningtechnologiesas
agoalinitself;itcompletelyfocusesuponurgentnewvaluesincontemporarysocietiesandacademic
communities:

• Teachers’innatesocialintuitionsandmoralcompasstoprepareyoungstersforcompetenciesand
anentrepreneurialmindset;

• Diversityandinclusivenessasintrinsiccriteriaforethicalorientationinlearning;
• Academicleadershipasapivotforinnovativethrustand“corporatemission”;
• Peerreviewandcredentialrecordkeepingasalong-termbasisforanchoringreputationandqual-

itybenchmarking;
• Accepting“space”ratherthan“place”asametaphorichorizonforinnovativetrends;insteadof

defendinginstitutionalterritories,thepowerofhighereducationbecomes“enteringtheconceptu-
allyunexplored”;

• Acceptingserendipitousandbricolagepragmaticsineducationaldesign;thetop-downdesignhe-
gemonytendstobecomplementedbysituationalfactorslikemomentaryprioritiesthatteachers,
studentsanditsfutureemployersimposeontoday’scurriculaandjobrelevancies.

Inconclusion,thebookbeforeyouhasthepotentialtobeyourideationalmentorforthecoming
decade;itsthematicscopeoffersthemajorjust-in-timeroadmapfortomorrow’sacademia.

MayIwishyoucourageandcareinitsfurtherimplementation.

Piet Kommers
University of Twente, The Netherlands
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Foreword

Piet Kommers is an early pioneer in media for cognitive- and social support. Since 1982 he developed educational technology 
for teacher training. His main thesis is that technology is catalytic for human ambition and awareness. His main function is 
associate professor in the University in Twente, The Netherlands and adjunct/visiting professor in various countries. He insti-
gated and coordinated the NATO Advanced Research Workshop on Cognitive Technologies in 1990 and a large series of Joint 
European Research Projects in: authoring multimedia, web-based learning, teacher education, virtual 3d worlds, constructiv-
ist learning, social media, web-based communities and international student exchange. UNESCO awarded his work in ICT 
for Education in Eastern Europe with the title of Honorary Professor. The Capital Normal University in Beijing awarded his 
work with the title of Honorary Doctor. He is member of advisory boards in ministries of education and academia of sciences 
in Singapore, Finland and Russia. His books and journal articles address the social and intellectual transformations at each 
transition from “traditional” into the “new” media. Instead of regarding media as extrapolating, supplanting, vicarious or 
even disruptive, Piet’s view is that new media elicit and seduce both individuals and organizations to reconsider human nature 
and challenge existential awareness at that very moment. 
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