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The21stcenturyhasseentheriseofanewclimateofgeopoliticalrelations,where,following9/11,
terrorismbecame thehighest priority formost establisheddemocracies in theWest. Inparallel,
academicsofallstripesdevotedtheireffortstoexpandingknowledgeonterrorism,andoverrecent
yearstheUShasmonopolizedthisknowledgeproductioninterrorismfields.Hence,abookthat
considerstheperspectivesofotherEnglish-speakingnations(specificallytheUKandAustralia)
deservesattention.InMemory and the Wars on Terror,theeditorspresentfourteenchaptersthatattend
tothis,producinganinterestingandhigh-qualityworkwhichwillbeusefulforbothacademicsand
policy-makersinsecurityfields.

Theintroductorychapter,byeditorsGildersleeve&Gehrmannattendstothequestionoriginally
formulatedbyHuntington,whoproposed the thesisof the“clashofcivilizations.”Avoiding the
polemicsofthisthesis,theauthorsacknowledgethattheso-calledrivalrybetweenEastandWestis
rootedinamuchdeepersocialmemorythatconstitutesbothidentities.AstheUS-ledinvasionof
IraqandAfghanistanunleashedanewformofviolence,resultingintheformationandexpanseof
ISIS(IslamicState),includinginthecoreofEuropeancities,itisimportantnottolosethesightof
thefactthattheseeventsremainedinthecollectivememoryofothernations,includingtheUnited
KingdomandAustralia.Theauthorsarguethatmemoriesnotonlyderivefromaprevioustrauma,but
theyarere-elaboratedandre-negotiatedinacircularmanneratthemicro-level,inordertoaccount
fornewevents.

Thesecondchapter,byKevinFoster,examinestherelationshipbetweenthemassmediaand
militaryforces.EmployingtheexampleoftheVietnamWar,Fosterdemonstrateshowjournalists
echoedthereportsofleaders,publishedfakenewsorsimplygatheredcontradictoryinformation.
Foster argues convincingly that the role played by US journalists during the Vietnam War was
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mirroredinAustralianreportingoftheWaronTerror,whooftenconsultedtop-rankingcommanders
inAfghanistanbeforegoingonair.

AmandaLaugesen’schapterconsidersthebeliefthatAustraliaadoptedtheUSstancetowards
9/11inparticularandterrorismingeneral.Laugesendemonstrateshowthearchetypeof9/11was
emulatedbyAustralianmedia,whichreplicatedsimilardiscoursesfollowingtheattacksinBali,
wheremorethan80Australiantouristswerekilled.Astheauthorputsit,“memoryhasplayed
anambiguousroleintheconstructionofAustralianunderstandingsoftheWaronTerror”(50).
Takingher cue fromRichard Jackson´sworks,Laugesen indicates that 9/11was situated as a
meta-discourse,wherevictimhoodinauguratedanewideologicalclimateofpoliticsandtheends
justifiedthemeans.Thiswasillustratedbythesuccessivehumanitariancrisesintheregionjust
aftertheBaliattacks,whichsawthousandsofasylum-seekersattempttogainentrytoAustralia.
Astheseeventsunfolded,anethnocentricdiscoursewasnourished,whichlinkedillegalmigration
toterrorisminthecollectiveimagination.

Thefourth(Gehrmann)andfifthchapters(VanRaalte)considertheworldofcinemaandits
connectionwith theWaronTerror.WhileGehrmannconcentratesonhowcinemaportrayed the
Iraqwar,theBritishresearcher,VanRaalte,reviewstheplotofZero Dark Thirty.Inbothcasesit
isarguedthatthecinemaindustryreplicatesalready-existingallegorieswithintheUS,whichhave
imposedparticularinterpretationsofthewarandterrorism.Gehrmannemphasizesthecontroversy
betweenthesupportforthegovernmentandsupportforthetroopsinthebattlefield,whileVanRaalte
considersthehyper-realityofterrorismgeneratedthroughthefilm-makingprocess.Movingfrom
filmtoliterature,Gildersleeve’ssixthchapterremindsusthatliteraryfictiontendstore-appropriate
the traumathat terrorismengenders,but insodoing the tragicpast loomsin thepresent. In this
sense,9/11asafoundingeventnotonlyshiftedthenarrativesofwarbutalsothewaysAustralians
symbolicallyunderstoodpreviouswars(includingtheFirstWorldWar,viaPatBarker´sRegeneration 
Trilogy).Shearguesthatsocietyis left inanambiguousatmosphere,wheretheindividualismof
civilianscontrastswiththecollectivesacrificesofmilitaryforcesatwar,creatingamoraldichotomy
thatservestonormalizeviolence.

Intheseventhandeightchapters,KeziaWhitingandBelindaMcKayrespectivelydealwiththe
influenceoftheIliadintheWesternconceptionofthewar,andtheinstabilityofmemoryinJanette
TurnerHospital´sfiction.Withafocusonchildren’strauma,McKaycontendsthatthepost9/11
landscapecontainsacombinationofanapocalypticclimate,wheretheendisnear,andthepossibility
ofempowermentofhistoricallymarginalizedpeoples.MetaphoricallylinkedtothefallofTroy,we
areremindednotonlythatonedaytheempirewillburn,butthatthepsychologicalfearinstilled
byterrorismenables theriseofradicaliseddiscourses thatplacedemocracyin jeopardy.McKay
arguesthat,atleastforsome,9/11wasan“unprovokedattack”,whichactivatedajustresponseto
theenemiesofdemocracy.Thefalsememoryisconducivetotheneedsofrepetitioninorderfor
thetraumatobeanthropomorphized.McKaycallsfalsememorytothosehistoricalfactswhichare
politicallymanipulatedortergiversatedtorememorizeanidealizedlandscapeofthepast.Society
keepsunitedthroughthearticulationofthesefalsememories.Theproblemliesinthefactwhenthe
lessonofhistoryisnotcorrectlylearntthedisasterrecurs.

Thetenthchapter,byRobertMason,proposesaninterestingreadingofthecoupthatousted
SalvadorAllende(Chile’sown9/11)andtheallegoriescirculatingaroundSeptember11th,2001.
Thischapterconsiderstheexperiences,hopesandfearsofLatinAmericans,whoarrivedinAustralia
requestingpoliticalasylumandprotection.Focusingonthewaysinwhichterrorismhasalignedwith
anunspokenpanicdirectinghateandhostilityagainstthenon-western‘Other’,theauthorunravels
theworkofAustraliannationalistdiscoursestotightensocialcohesion,andthepathologicalresults,
where alterity and ethnic minorities were daily undermined. In Latin America, older Cold War
discourses,moldedbythestruggleagainstcommunism,werere-signifiedtomeetthenewenemyof
terrorism,resultinginthedogmaticacceptancebyLatinAmericangovernmentsofdominantsecurity
narrativesoriginatingintheglobalNorth.



International Journal of Cyber Warfare and Terrorism
Volume 9 • Issue 1 • January-March 2019

69

Theeleventh chapter considers the importanceofmemorywithin the Jewishcommunity in
Australia,anditsrelationshipwiththeWaronTerrorasJewsunderstoodthemselvesaspotential
targetsofjihadism.Theauthor,D.Lawrence,drawsattentiontothetendencytolinktheongoing
dispute between Israel and Palestine to a longer history of anti-Semitism, which continued the
Europeantradition.Inthissense,thetraumaoftheHolocaustwasrenegotiatedbyAustralianJews,
whoarticulatedJewishnessasapositionofvulnerability.Theremainingchapters,byRebeccaTe`o
andFrankBiongiorno,reflectontheproblemofgenreintheconfigurationof“collectivememory”
anditsrelationshipwith9/11andterrorism.

ThepresentbookissomewhatdifferenttowhatweareaccustomedtointheAcademysimply
becauseitexhibits thevoicesofscholarscomingfromAustraliaandtheUnitedKingdomwhich
situateasanalternativeviewpointtoAmericans.Theauthorsshedlightontheold/dormantdiscourses
createdduringtheColdWar,andtheirrelationshipwiththeWaronTerror,butalsopresentvoices
illuminatingperspectivesbeyondthehegemonyofAmericanscholarshipinthisfield.Astheeditors
argue,theeventsof9/11ledtheUStodevelopaspecificunderstandingofterrorism,whichsometimes
contradictedandsilencedothervoices.Thisbookseekstoarticulatetheseotherperspectives,and
toexplainhowthepastinterrogatesthepresentincontextsofuncertaintyandfear.Assuchitisa
must-readprojectforthosewithaninterestintheroleofmemoryinwarandterrorism.
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