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Thebook‘InsurgenciesandRevolutions.ReflectionsonJohnFriedmann’sContributionstoPlanning
Theory’, edited by Haripriya Ragan, Mee Kam Ng, Libby Porter and Jacquelyn Chase, is one
moreimportantrecentadditiontothegrowinglibraryonplanninghistoryandplanningtheory.If
in‘EncountersinPlanningThought,’thatIrecentlyreviewedfortheIJEPR,wegetabroadwell
informedperspectiveofhowplanningthoughtevolvedinrecentdecadesthroughthememories(or
‘autobiographies’)of16keyplanningscholars,includingJohnFriedmann,theoldestofthegroup,
inthisbookweareofferedasampleofthewideinfluenceofJohnFriedmann’contributionstoboth
planningtheoryandplanningpractice,andspecificallyhisinfluenceonnumerouscontemporary
planningscholars,someofwhomstudiedorworkedwithhimatsomepointintime.

Thisbookprojectemergedamongagroupofhisformergraduatestudents,backin2015,to
honourandtocelebratehis90thanniversaryonApril2016.Thebookisorganizedinfiveparts,
eachdealingwithonemainsubjectareaofhislonganddiverseworkinglife.Eachoftheseparts
startswithashortintroductionbyoneoftheeditors.ThevolumeincludesalsoaprefacebyLeonie
Sandercock,anIntroductiontothevolumebyHaripriyaRangan,andendswithaPostscriptbyJohn
Friedmann.GiventherelevanceandimportanceofFriedmann’workintheshapingofourcurrent
understandingofwhatplanningis,aquestion(whatisplanning?)thattransverseallhisprofessional
life,thebookisofinterestforallthoseworkinginthefieldofUrbanandRegionalPlanning,and
thereforeinUrbane-Planningtoo.

ThePrefacebyLeonieSandercockandhisownpostscripthighlightpointsonhislifethatmay
helpperhapstobetterunderstandhowhisintellectualcareerdeveloped,inthisorinthatdirection,
andhowcertainideasemergedandwereputintopractice.Anumberofkeyideascameforwardat
differentmomentsinhismorethan6oyearslongcareerinplanning.Insurgency,GoodSocietyare
twoofthesekeynotions.TomaketheGoodSociety,theultimategoalofplanning,inFriedmann’
thought,requiressomeformofinsurgency,ofstruggle.Alsocentraltohiscontributionsistheidea
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thatweneedtolookbeyondthecurrentvisionssincethatistheonlywaywecanfindrealalternatives
thatcouldthenleadustotheGoodCityandGoodSociety,evenifcasessuchasJerusalem,examined
inchapter3,markedbycomplexconflicts,makeitdifficulttoholdtraditionalplanningpractice.
Theneedtomovefromamereallocativemechanismtoacreatorofinnovativeinstitutions,smallin
scaleandresponsivetothecommunities,seenassmallcellsoflargersocialformations,wasanother
majorcontributiontochangethenatureofplanninginthe1980sonwards.Interestingtonotehere
isthedivergencewithneo-marxistapproaches,atthattime,inwhatregardsthekindofactionthat
shouldbetakentofacetheunequalcentre-peripheryrelations,classstruggleversuslocalactionin
localcommunities,forinstance.

Part1(‘Practisinghope’)hasfivechaptersandanIntroductionbyLibbyPorter.Theseessays
reflectthegroundednatureofJohnFriedmannapproachtoplanningtheory,namelythethemeof
hopeinthepossibilityofaGoodSociety.Theneedtoemployutopianthinking,theimportanceofthe
small-scalecommunityaction,theneedtoobtainresultsintherealworld,orhisteachingapproach
thatinspiredtheProjectBasedLearning,aresomeofthethemesaddressedinthefollowingessays,
indialoguewith thepreviousworkof JohnFriedmann. In the first essay included in this initial
section,LibbyPorter(‘Resistanceisneverwasted.ReflectionsonFriedmannandhope’)buildson
Friedmann’ideaofaradicalandpossiblehopeasthebasisofplanningtheory.Inotherwords,‘the
roleofscholarshipistoarticulatealternative,grounded,realvisionsoftheworldthatarebasedin
carefulcritiqueofthecurrentorder’(p.14).ThesectionincludesalsoessaysbyBishwapriyaSanyal
(‘Territoriality.Whichwaynow?),byDianeE.Davis(‘Thedifficultiesofemployingutopianthinking
inplanningpractice.Lessons from the Just JerusalemProject’),byShivSomeshwar (‘Realizing
sustainabledevelopmentgoals.TheprescienceofJohnFriedmann’)andbyAdolfoCazorla,Ignaciode
losRíosandJoséDíaz-Puente(‘HowtoprepareplannersintheBolognaEuropeaneducationcontext’).

In Part 2 (‘Economic development and regionalism’), which has also five chapters and an
IntroductionbyHaripriyaRangan,thechaptersdealwiththetheme-regionaldevelopment-with
whichJohnFriedmannstartedhiscareerinthe1950s.Astheeditorofthissectionrecalls,Friedmann’
workonthisthemewasinfluentialintherecognitionoftheimportanceofcitiesandcity-regionsin
theeconomyandtheimportanceofcentre-peripheryrelationsinthecontextofregionaldevelopment
processes.Asapragmatist,Friedmannpreferredboth/andinsteadofeither/orchoice,animportant
issueinhisdiscussionsoftheroleofthestateandcivilsocietyinregionaldevelopment,andtheneed
forrethinkingthedivisionsofpowerandresponsibilitiesamongcollectiveactors,areconstruction
oftheterritorialgovernancesystem,includingformsofhybridgovernance.Alsoimportantishis
observation,highlightedinoneoftheessaysinthissection,thatdevelopmentplanningisessentially
about learning the local circumstances, needs, expectations, and capacities, in order to design
developmentprogramsthatsupportequitableandsustainabledevelopment,ortheobservationthat
planningpracticemustbegroundedonavalue-basedphilosophy,whichoneoftheessayssuggests
couldbethebioregionalnarrative.ThesectionincludesessaysbyRobinBloch(‘City-regions,urban
fieldsandurbanfrontiers:Friedmann’slegacy),Chung-TongWu(‘Periphery,bordersandregional
development’),KeithPezzoli(‘Thebioregionalizationofsurvival:Sustainabilityscienceandrooted
community’),HaripriyaRangan(‘Aresocialenterprisesaradicalplanningchallengetoneoliberal
development?’),andbyYukoAoyama(‘Businessinthepublicdomain:Theriseofsocialenterprises
andimplicationsforeconomicdevelopmentplanning’).Thecaseofsocialenterprises,asameans
ofsocialmobilizationintheplanninganddevelopmentfields,discussedintwooftheessays,as
meansforpossibleradicaleconomictransformation,mayalsobeseenasanexampleoftheindirect
influenceofFriedmann’ideasoncurrentplanningthought.

Thenextsection-‘WorldCitiesandtheGoodCity’-withsevenchaptersandanIntroduction
byHaripriyaRanganisfocusedontheimpactsofthechangesthatoccurredinthe1970sand1980s
associated with the rising of neoliberal economic theories and economic globalization and the
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impactsthesehadintotheprocessofurbanizationandregionaldevelopment.Astheessaysincluded
inthissectionshow,theworkofJohnFriedmannonthe‘worldcityhypothesis’hadanimportant
influenceinthisperiodandbeyond,inparticularinhelpingtheorizingandunderstandingthenew
and emerging formsof the ‘urban’worldwide (theurban superorganism; suburbs; public space;
urbanentrepreneurship,andsoon):MichaelLeaf(‘Theurban,theperiurbanandtheurbansuper
organism’),RogerKeil(‘Theprospectofsuburbs.Rethinkingtheurbanfieldonaplanetofcities’),
UteLehrer(‘RoomfortheGoodSociety?Publicspace,amenitiesandthecondominium’),Saskia
Sassen(‘TheescalatingprivatizationofurbanspacemeetsJohnFriedmann’sposturbanlandscape’),
MattiSiemiatycki(‘Urbanentrepreneurshipthroughtransactiveplanning.ThemakingofWaterfront
Toronto’),MikeDouglass(‘Fromgoodcitytoprogressivecity.ReclaimingtheurbanfutureinAsia’),
andHemalataC.Dandekar(‘Transactiveplanningandthe‘foundspace’ofMumbaiPortlands’).

InPart4(‘Sociallearning,communities,andempoweredcitizenship’),withfivechaptersandan
IntroductionbyJacquelynChase,thebookdealswithissuesrelatedwiththeturnofJohnFriedmann
towardsatransactivemodelofplanningassociatedwithhisrethinkofplanningasthepreserveof
experts, allowingdifferent sorts of communities ameaningful control of transformationof their
territories,aswellasformsofengagedscholarship.Fouroftheessaysincludedinthissectiondealwith
casesstudiesfocusedondifferentkindsofcommunities:MichaelHibbard(‘DevelopmentinIndian
country.Empowerment,lifespaceandtransformativeplanning’),ClaudiaB.Isaac(‘Operationalizing
sociallearningthroughempowermentevaluation’),TanjaWinkler(‘Theradicalpracticeoffteaching,
learning,anddoingintheinformalsettlementofLangrug,SouthAfrica’),JacquelineChase(‘Fire,
ownership,citizenshipandcommunity’),andAftabErfan(‘MeetingtheOther.Apersonalaccount
ofmystrugglewithJohnFriedmanntoenacttheradicalpracticeofdialogicinquiryandloveinthe
newmillenium’).

In the fifthand lastpartof thebook(‘ChineseUrbanism’),whichhas fourchaptersandan
IntroductionbyMeeKamNg,thefocusisonthedevotionofFriedmanntoChinaStudiesafterhis
retirement,exploringthetrajectoryofChinatowardsanewurbanizationandtheneedtoreorient
development: Timothy Cheek (‘Ignoring the ramparts. John Friedmann’s dialogue with Chinese
urbanismandChinesestudies’),KlausR.Kunzmann(‘Challengesofstrategicplanninginanother
planning culture. Learning from working in a Chinese city’), Sheng Zhong (‘Social learning in
creativeShanghai’),andMeeKamNg(‘FromtheXinhaiRevolutiontotheUmbrellaMovement’).

Thebookendswithapostscript,aresponsetothepreviousessays,byJohnFriedmann,divided
intotwoparts.Inthefirstsectionofthispostscript,Friedmannbrieflyrecountspartsofhispersonal
historyrelatedtoplanning.Inthesecondsection,respondstosomeoftheessaysandhowtheyaddress
keyissuesfortheplanningprofession,groupedintosixmaintopics:socialvalues;communicative
actionplanning;thevarietyofplanningcultures;civilsociety,territoryandself-empowerment;re/
engagingthestate;andregionalism.Inhisresponsesinthislastsection,JohnFriedmannreaffirms
hismainarguments:progressiveplannersneedtosearchforandtoarticulatesocialvaluesthatwill
guidetheiractions;planningshouldbecomemorepresent-orientedwhilemovingtowardsadesirable
future;plannersneedtobeawareandtoadapttotheexistingdifferentplanningcultures;whiletherole
ofthestateiscrucial,hewasneveranti-stateasherecalls,thereisinhisopinionroomforcommunity
actionplanning,forstrongactionsfromcivilsocietypushingthestate,atdifferentregional/localscales.

Insum,theeditorsandtheauthorsoftheseessaysshouldbepraisedforthismorethanjusthomage
toJohnFriedmann’contributionstoplanning,certainlyoneofthemostimportantplanningscholar
inthefieldofplanningtheoryinthe20thcentury,whicheverthedefinitionofplanningweadopt,
whoseworkcontinuestoinspirelatergenerationsofscholarsandpractitionersintheplanningfield.
Hislonglifeexample,aswearetoldinthisbookbysomeofthosethatmetorworkedwithhimat
somepointinhislongworkingcareer,ofendlessintellectualcuriosity,andhisoptimismregarding
thepoliticalandsocialprojectof‘humanflourishing’,thathekeptexperimentingthroughdifferent
modesofplanningpraxis,arecertainlyimportantlegaciesofhisintellectuallife,wellreflectedinhis
extensivebibliography.Thetitlechosenbytheeditorsforthisbook-InsurgenciesandRevolutions-
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reflectwellthewayplanninghasevolved,inpartduetotheworkofJohnFriedmann,whoalwayssaw
developmentandplanningasbeingaboutdemocracy,andinhislaterworksperhapsmoreprecisely
aboutgrassrootsdemocracy.Personalcircumstances,place,andhistoryshapealwaysthewaywe
thinkandhowweseetheworld(ofplanning).ThathappenedtoowithJohnFriedmannandwill
certainlycontinuetooccurwiththefuturegenerationsofplanners.Bymakingthisclearinthecase
ofoneofthemostinfluentialplanningthinkers,thebookisofinterestforreadersoftheIJEPRand
forallthoseworkinginthefieldofUrbane-Planningandinrelatedprofessionalfields,forwhom
hisvisionofplanningasamodeofprogressive,democraticandradicalsocialempowermentmight
be,hopefully,aguidingreferenceintheeverydaypracticeofUrbane-Planning.


