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According to its mission, the International Jour-
nal of Applied Logistics (IJAL) disseminates
supply chain management and applied logistics
theories, technology development, innovation,
and transformation in various economic sectors
upon current, advancing technological op-
portunities and market imperatives. The IJAL
addresses latest academic research and industry
practices on emerging enabling technologies
including RFID, innovations in logistics and
supply chain management, and transformations
of'a more efficient economy. Hence, the topics
of this edition match very well with the mis-
sion of IJAL. In four papers decision support
frameworks and methods are described and
analyzed in line with the improvement of col-
laboration and cooperation in production and
logistics networks. Also their applicability in
network design and operation will be outlined.

In the paper written by Selin Soner Kara,
Omar Ayadi, and Naoufel Cheikhrouhou an
extensive group decision methodology for the
alliance partner selection problem in collab-
orative networked organizations is presented.
The selection process of an adequate partner
considered for a specific objective is as we
know a key success factor. Two main phases
are integrated in the methodology. In the first
phase, criteria and experts weightings are cal-
culated to determine the criteria importance

using the Analytical Hierarchy Process. In the
second phase, a technique for order preference
by similarity to ideal solution is proposed to
rank the different alternatives.

The paper of Giinther Schuh, Volker Stich,
Tobias Brosze, Till Potente, Thomas Jasinski,
and Stefan Cuber focuses on delivery reliability
in machinery and equipment industry from a
European point of view. European machinery
and equipment manufacturers face multiple
logistical challenges in their daily business.
This paper presents a framework for improving
delivery reliability in non-hierarchical produc-
tion networks by applying market mechanisms.
Knowing the financial consequences of a
supplier’s belated delivery provides useful
information which can be applied in terms of
financial incentives.

In the paper of Anne V. Goodchild, Kelly
Pitera, and Edward McCormack the differential
responses of shippers and motor carriers to
travel time variability is studied and analyzed.
Shippers as well as forwarders and truckers
are impacted by and react differently to travel
time variability due to their positions within the
supply chain. The paper describes the dispar-
ity in concerns and the strategies shippers and
motor carriers are likely to engage in to address
time travel variability. This knowledge allows
for a better understanding of how investments



to mitigate travel time variability will impact
shippers and motor carriers.

The paper of Yun Liu and Peiji Shao refers
to the application of RFID in the life-time trace-
ability ofanimals. In order to record movements
of an animal, the electronic pedigree designed
for drugs to animals, which acts as standard data
elements and is transferred between partners, is
adapted. Then a CIS is proposed based on the
authors methodology which ensures movements
of the animal to be recorded correctly. Results

in a case study show that their solution can
facilitate the life-time traceability.

All of the readers we wish much pleasure
in studying the papers in this edition.
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