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BOOK DETAILS

Overthepastcoupleofdecades,thequalityofteachingandlearninginhighereducationhasbeen
extensivediscussed (Stes,Coertjens&Petegem,2013).There is a need for higher education to
cultivatedeepknowledgeandskillsintheever-evolvingareaofsustainability(Lockrey&Johnson,
2013).Asweknow,technologytransferandinnovationareconsideredmajordriversofsustainable
development(Brodhag,2013).Sustainabilitycanbeakeyfactorincampusspacedesign,atopicthat
hasbeenlinkedtopedagogyinnovationinrecentyears(Jessop,Gubby&Smith,2012;Neary&Thody,
2008).However,someresearchersindicatethatthereisalackofempiricaldatainthestudyofspaces,
particularlyasrelatedtohighereducation,whereithasbeendescribedasan“under-researched”area
(Gray,2003;Jessop,Gubby&Smith,2012;Temple,2008).Thebook,Cases on Higher Education 
Spaces: Innovation, Collaboration, and Technology,leadsustoadeeperunderstandingoftheneeds
ofstudents,suchforaslibraries,writingandcommunicationcenters,digitalmedialabs,entertainment
andacademiclearningspaces.Inouropinion,highereducationshoulddevoteitselftocreatespaces
suitedforlearnersandexcellentcampuslearningenvironments.

Thisbookcovers10main topics, including: (1) collaborativeperspectiveson spacedesign;
(2)creativeapproachestospacedesigninhighereducation;(3)designingsocialspacesinhigher
education;(4)effectivespacesforcommunicationdesign;(5)informationliteracyandspacedesign;
(6)innovativespacedesign;(7)integratingtechnologyinhighereducationspaces;(8)pedagogyand
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thedesignoflearningspaces;(9)researchinspacedesign;and(10)spaceredesign.The19chapters
ofthisbookaredividedintofivesections.

Thefirstsection(Chapter1and2)focusesontheperspectivesandmethodsforhighereducation
spaces,andremindsusthatstudentsenteringuniversitieshavediverseacademicbackgrounds,for
whichtraditionalpedagogiesmaybeinappropriate,sincetheydonotdifferentiateatallbetween
students’priorexperience,nordotheyencourageactiveengagementinthelearningprocess.Therefore,
inorder tobuilda first-classcampusenvironmentandsatisfy the learningneedsofall students,
universitiesshouldberethinking,redesigning,andrenovatingcampuslearningspaces.Thesecond
section(Chapter3,4,5,6and7)illustratesthathighereducationfaceschallengesandopportunities
increatingspaceandplace.Thissectionisprimarilycomprisedofcasestudiesfromdifferenttypes
of learning centers and universities. The third section (Chapter 8, 9 and 10) mainly focuses on
innovativemodelsforteachingandlearningspacesinhighereducation.Casestudiesintroducetheuse
oftechnologies,physicalenvironments,andmultiplekindsofinstructionalactivities.Inaddition,this
sectionnotonlydescribes,butalsoanalyzes,thetremendouschangesinteachingthatimpactcourse
delivery inhighereducation, then illustrateshowuniversitiesmaygathereducationalspecialists,
staffandfacultymemberstocreateabrand-newlearningenvironmentcalled“theidealclassroom”.

Thefourthsection(Chapter11,12,13and14) isdevotedtofosteringinnovations inhigher
education spaces, especially those which subvert the traditional educational environment and
teachingmethodsthroughcampuschanges.Oneconceptgivenattentionisvirtuallearningcommons,
through which learners can use diverse resources and technologies to implement self-directed
learningattheirownpace.Asmoreandmoreuniversitiesstarttointegratesubjectsandpromote
interdisciplinarycollaboration, thereare fewer limitationsonstudents’ learning.Studentsdonot
havetositintheclassroomandabsorbknowledgeunilaterally.Withsuitableenvironments,learners
canacquireknowledgeanytime.Thefifthsection(Chapter15,16,17,18and19)introducesmodels
forcross-disciplinarycollaborationandspacedesigninhighereducation.Thecampusisnolonger
justbuildings,butspacewiththemissionofcarryingouteducation.Library,learningcenter,and
classroomshavebeen integratedandcross-disciplinarycollaborationsareutilized tomake these
becomestudent-centeredspaces.

Regarding relevant topics that the book could have addressed, two are noted. As described
above,theauthormainlyfocusesonspacedesign,suchascampusbuildingsandlearningspaces.
However, theeducationspaceisnot limitedtophysicalenvironment.Someresearchhasdivided
highereducationspacesintofourtypes,including:(1)Modelsofphysicalenvironments,(2)Models
of human aggregates, (3) Models of structural/organizational environments, and (4) Models of
perceptual/constructedenvironments(Huebner,1989;Huebner&Lawson,1990;Moss,1976,1979;
Strange,1993,1996).Thus,thisbookcouldprovidemoremultifacetedinformationthatwouldbe
usefulformoreexperiencedschoolauthoritiesandresearchers.Inaddition,aneffectiveeducational
environmentcanbeconstructedvianotonlyhardwarebutalsosoftware.Awell-designedvirtual
environmentcanleadstudentstoexperienceapositivecampusatmospherefrominteractionwithpeers
andtheperspectiveofothers.Thiscouldbolstertheirnewcollegeexperienceandnurturesupportive
relationshipsamongpeoplewithcommontraitstoformtheirperceptionoftheuniversityexperience.

Cases on Higher Education Spaces: Innovation, Collaboration, and Technology, is a
comprehensive source of insights into the use of learning space, and it collates numerous case
studiesof learningexperiences. Inouropinion,Cases on Higher Education Spaces: Innovation, 
Collaboration, and Technologyisahighlyrecommendablebookthatiswell-organized,well-written,
andwell-integrated.Thescopeandbreadthofexamplesisbothengagingandthoughtprovoking.Itis
worthnotingthatthegreatestvalueandforteofthisbookisthatitsauthorswereabletosystematically
addresseachofthecomponentsofthisimmensesubject,providingclear-cutexplanationsandspecific
examplestoexplicitlyandsuccessfullygettheirpointsacrosstothereaders.Thecases,termsand
notionscoveredaredescribedinsimpleandcomprehensiblelanguage,usinggroundedandintelligible
examples.Itisonlylogicaltoconcludethatthisbookwillbeofparticularinterestandutilitytoa
widerangeofreaders.
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