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INTRODUCTION

Advancing Higher Education with Mobile Learning Technologies is a compilation of coherent
andthoroughchaptersthatinvestigatetheeffectivenessofmobiletechnologiesandmobilesocial
mediatoolsinlearningandteachingenvironmentsinhighereducation.Underthemobilelearning
(m-learning) context, teachers’ instructional practices and students’ academic performances are
evaluatedandpromoted,drawingfrombothqualitative(e.g.,casestudies)andquantitative(e.g.,
surveys) studies. The reader can view a variety of creative pedagogical frameworks, teaching
strategies, and technological applications, supported with particular learning theories, combined
withinstructionaldesign(ID)modelsbothforfaculty’steachingeffectivenessandstudents’higher
academicperformances.Thebookprovidesthereaderwithacomprehensiveunderstandingofand
appreciationforthecontributionsitmakestocollegiateleveleducationwithmobiledevicesboth
fromtheoreticalandpracticalperspectives.Teachersandstudentsinhighereducationalinstitutions—
domesticallyandabroad—canbenefitimmenselyfromthisexcellentresourceinordertooptimize
theirteaching,training,andlearningexperiences.

TOPICS COVERED

• MobileSocialMediaforCollaborativeCurriculumRedesign
• AdultLearningandfacultyDevelopmentPrograms
• DistanceLearning
• Roleofm-LearninginEducationalcontexts
• TeacherDevelopmentwithMobileTechnologies
• TeacherPreparationProgramsviaMobileTechnologies
• IntegrationofMobileTechnologywithinSTEMHigherEducation
• Technology-richTeachingandLearningModelsintheWorkplaceContext
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• RoleofMobileTelephonyinTeachingandLearninginKenya
• DigitalReadingApplications(e.g.,iBooksAuthor)inForeignLanguageLearning
• Studentteachers’UseofMobileTechnologyundertheTPACKFramework
• EngagingandAuthenticiPad-baseddigitallearningactivitiesinaHigherEducationEnvironment
• UsingMobileTechnologiestoSupportTeachingandLearningwithFRAMEModel
• RoleofMobileTechnologiesinHigherEducationandProfessionalDevelopment
• UseofWeb2.0TechnologiesinTeachingandLearninginKenyanUniversities

CONTENT AND ORGANIZATION OF THE BOOK

Thebookexaminestheuseofmobiletechnologiesinhighereducation.Itisorganizedtoaddress
facultyandinstructorsinhighereducationalinstitutionsasitstargetaudience.Asanexcellentresource
introducedtothem-learningliterature,thebookembodiesanarrayoftopicspertainingtolearning
andteachingwithmobiletechnologies,curriculumdesign,instructionaldesignmodels,technology-
richpedagogicalframeworks,aswellasteacherpreparationandprofessionaldevelopmentprograms
supportedwithmobiletechnologies.Themannerinwhichm-learningwasdiscussedthroughcase
studiesconducted,creativepedagogicalframeworksproposed,andmobiletechnologyimplementations
encompassesbothdomesticandcross-culturalviewpoints.Thelatterperspectiveisespeciallyevident
inchapters9and15,leavingthereaderwiththeideathatdevelopingcountrieslikeKenyaundertake
solidmobiletechnology-relatedimplementationsatuniversitiesacrosstheircountry.Thereaderis
ledtounderstandandappreciateadifferentvantagepointofthebook,whichisoneofitsgreatest
strengthsintermsofitscontent.Readingthecross-culturallookwithrespecttotheuseofmobile
technologiesinanAfricancountrylikeKenya,thereadercanclearlyseetheextenttowhichthe
authorsofthebookconcerteffortshedadifferentlighttothem-Learningliterature.

Simplyput,throughoutthebook,theauthorsattempttoincorporatemobilelearningtoolsinto
curriculuminhighereducationnotonlyintheUnitedStates,butacrosstheworld.Intermsofthe
overallcontent, thereadercanbenefitfromavarietyoftopicssuchasmobilesocialmediaused
formoreeffectivecollaborativecurriculumdesigntoincreaselearningoutcomesinclass,utilizing
mobiletechnologiesforfacultydevelopmentinacollegiateclass,pre-serviceteachers’preparation
programsandin-serviceteachers’professionaldevelopment,adistancelearningcourselaunched
inamaster’sprogram,readingstrategiesbyuseofadigitalreadingapplication(i.e.,iBooksauthor
application),multimediaprojectsimplementedinmultilingualandmulticulturalclasses,improving
in-serviceteachers’workrelatedexperienceswithmobiletechnologies,utilizingmobiledevicesin
STEMhighereducation,mobiletechnology-basedcreativepedagogicalframeworksandinstructional
designmodelssuchasFRAMEandTPACK,andusingmobiledevicesandWeb2.0toolstocatalyze
authenticandengagingtasksthatuniversitystudentsengagein.

STRENGTHS

Especiallyinchapters9and15,educationalinstitutionswhichimplementmobiletechnology-rich
educationalprogramsinAfricaarepresentedtothereader.Theauthorselaborateontheeffectiveness
ofm-learning—oraddressissuescomingalongwithit—tohighlighttheextenttowhichthecountry’s
highereducationalsystemasawholehasdevelopedsince1990s.Thefactthatthebookviewslearning
and teaching in higher education froma cross-cultural perceptive is very impressive andhighly
informativeinawaythatthereadergainsadeeperunderstandingofandappreciationfortheroleof
mobilityineducationandinlife,ingeneral,indevelopingcountries,Kenyabeingagoodexample
tothis.Withthatsaid,implementationswithmobiletechnologiesinhighereducationalinstitutions
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aroundtheworldaddasubstantivevaluetotheoverallcontentofthebook.Oneparticularchapterby
Yu,Lee,andEwing(2015)inthebookdrawsattentiontotheimportanceofcross-culturaldifferences
inteachers’andstudents’perceptionsabouttheiruseofmobiletechnologies.Yu,Lee,andEwing
(2015)studiedcross-culturaldifferences“inordertoexploretheeffectofnationaldifferencesand
investigateimportanceofculturalfactorsontheuseofmobiletechnology”(p.65).

WEAKNESSES

Highereducational institutionsacrossdisciplinesdonotseemtobe thecentralpopulationunder
studyofm-learningwhencomparedtostudentteachers,trainers,in-serviceteachers,faculty,etc.
Thus,theeffectivenessofmobiletechnologiesinstudents’learningprocessesandthefindingsthat
couldbeobtainedfromstudentsasparticipantswerenotemphasizedthroughoutthebook,except
forafewchaptersincludingthis.Forexample,inChapter4,Mobile Learning:Trends, Issues, and 
Challenges in Teaching and Learning,itwasrefreshingtoreadaboutTaiwanesecollegestudents’
attitudesandself-efficacyastheyutilizemobiletechnologiesintheirlearningprocesses.Regarding
this,Yang(2012)investigated“mobilelearningdevicesforcollegestudentsinTaiwan,andshowed
thatmoststudentsagreedtheirmotivationforEnglishlearningwasenhancedandmostofthestudents
hadpositive attitudes towardsmobile learning” (p. 66).Further such examples couldhavebeen
included—notleftperipheral—inthebookormadepartofthegeneraldiscussiononlearningand
teachingwithmobiledevices,sothereaderscouldhavebeenfullyinformedaboutcollegestudents’
perceiveduseofthesehandhelddevices,ortheirexperienceswithandattitudestowardm-Learning.

SUMMARY

Thisbookrequiresspecialexpertiseforfacultyandinstructorsinhighereducationutilizingmobile
technologiesastheydesign,develop,anddelivercontent.Withitstechnicallyrichcontentbothfrom
domesticandcross-culturalperspectivesanditscross-disciplinaryapproach,itisanexcellentresource
tobeintroducedtothem-learningliterature.Thetheoretical,pedagogical,andpracticalframeworksit
presentsempowerthecontentandarenotelusivetothereader.Itstandsoutasatremendouslyuseful
guidenotonlyforteachers,butalsoforstudentsincollegiateclassesand/ormaster’sprograms,and
therefore,Ihighlyrecommendthisbook.

READERSHIP

Facultyandinstructorsinhighereducationalinstitutions,pre-serviceandin-serviceteachers,students
enrolledincollegiatecoursesormaster’sclasses,instructional/curriculumdesigners,m-Learning
content experts, professional development experts, teacher trainers, digital learning/teaching
specialists,andeducationaltechnologists.
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UniversityofCaliforniaatBerkeley,UniversityExtension.Herotheracademicdegreesincludea
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