


Foreword



Digitaltechnologieshaverevivedarealrevolutioninthesocialfields,whichincludesnotonlytheconstel-
lationsofhumanrelationshipsbutalsotheinterplaybetweendemocraticinstitutionsandthepostmodern
meansofproduction.Havingsaidthis,therecentCOVID-19pandemichasradicallychangedhuman
relationshipsputtinglaycitizensinthephilosophicaldilemmaofArtificialIntelligenceorVirtualReality
(Baudrillard2003;Kellner,1999).Fromimmemorialtimes,philosophershavedebatedtowhatextent
whatweseeisreality.FromDescartesonwards,manyphilosophers–fromdifferentangles-havecer-
tainlyquestionedtheroleplayedbyourperceptionandimaginationintheformationofreality(Rafaele,
Scribano&Korstanje,2022).Whilesomevoiceshavealertedthatthereisnothinglikereality,which
infactcanbeartificiallyreconstructed,othersfocusedonthecoreoflanguageasthemainsymbolic
sourcetobuildtheexternalworld.Whatseemstobemoreimportantplotsofsciencefictionmovieslike
Terminator,MatrixoreventherecentHBOSagaWestworldisclaimingthenegativeeffectsofAIin
sociallife.Inadystopianworldwheremachineshaveconfrontedtheeradicationofmankind,humans
alsomovewithcertainautonomybecauseoffreewill.Inperspective,freewill,atleastforphilosophy,
marksthebordersbetweenhumanityandwhatisnon-human(Scribano&Korstanje,2024).Therecent
adoptionofrobotsandhumanoidsintheleisureservicesectors(inindustriesliketourismorhospitality)
hasevincedanewrealityfortheglobalcapitalistsystem.Evensomepolicymakersareplanningaworld
whererobotswillreplaceworkersatthefactories(Ivanov&Webster,2020;Korstanje&Seraphin,2022).
Artificialintelligencetodayisappliedtocountlessfieldswhichincludesliteracy,medicine,tourism,and
leisureactivities(amongothers).Theoppositeisequallytrue,someglobalriskssuchasclimatechange
havebeenaggravated.Numerousnaturaldisastersthreatentoshiftradicallynotonlythelocaleconomies
–whileincreasingexistentsocialmaladiessuchaspovertyacrosstheglobe-butalsothecurrentmeans
ofproductionandconsumption.Henceitistimetousetechnologyanddata-setprocessingtooptimize
thecurrentdecision-makingprocessintheconstellationsofriskmanagement.Hereiswherethebook
editedbyprofessorsFonkcam&Vajhalaoccupiesacentralposition.Thechaptersselectedbythisedition,
representahigh-qualityproductdesignedtodiscussthefutureofeducationandcurriculaintheyearsto
come.InDurkhemianterms,educationisvitaltounderstandsociety,itschanges,cleavagesaswellas
dilemmasintheconvergenceoflaborandreciprocity.AsDurkheimputsit,educationhasbeenhistorically
determinedbysocio-economicchangesassociatedwiththeriseofnewmeansofproduction/consump-
tion.Thesechangesevincedlong-lastingeffectsonthelabormarket.Thehistoryofcapitalismwitnesses
somecyclesofdisruption–inthehighereducationsystem-whichisconducivetotheinventionofnew
technologiesappliedtowork.AsDurkheiminfers,throughthestudyofeducation,socialscientistsmay
verywellgrasphowsocietyischanging(Durkheim,2004;2012;2018).Inthisrespect,highereduca-
tiontrainsthefutureworkforcewhileshapingthenewdynamicsoftheeconomy,mutuallyconditioned
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byexternalorinternalturningevents(Barnes1977;Davies,1994;2020).Doubtless,COVID-19was
amajoreventthatalterededucationasneverbefore.Typically,theCOVID-19pandemicstartedanew
erawherevirtualandaugmentedrealitycametostay.Classiceducation(aswellascurricula)hasbeen
confrontedwithanewrealitywhileopeningchallengesandopportunitiesforprofessorsandstudents.
Inthepresentbook,entitled Revolutionizing Curricula Through Computational Thinking, Logic, and 
Problem-Solving,editorsofferaludicdiagnosisofthefutureofeducationandtechnologyinahyper-
competitivelandscape.Theydiscusscriticallytowhatextentcomputationalintelligenceorthinkingcan
boostoraffecteducationtowardmoreproblem-solvingreasoning.Theargumentisinscribedinwhat
someexpertsdubbedtheparadoxofriskwhichmeansthatthenewglobaldangersthatthreatensociety
shouldbemanagedthroughtheuseofreal-worldapplications. Infact,someexperimentsshowthat
thehumanmindissubjecttosomeemotionalorphenomenologicaldistortionsthataffectthedecision-
makingprocess.Thishappenssimplybecauseweareoftenaccustomedtooverlookingmajorriskswhile
exacerbatingotherminorones(Sunstein2005).Asaresultofthis,weoftenfallintoacceleratingsome
disastersthatshouldbeoriginallymitigated.Thechapters,whichareintegratedinthiscollection,give
readersalucidsnapshotofthepotentialoftechnologyintheformationofnewsolvingskillsinstudents,
amorethanrecommendablebookforspecialistsandreadership.

Maximiliano E. Korstanje
University of Palermo, Argentina
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