


Foreword



InthefourdecadessincethepublicationofIvanIllich’sground-breakingwork,“DeschoolingSociety”
(1971), the landscape of education has undergone profound transformations. Illich’s critique of the
institutionalisation of education laid the foundation for re-evaluating traditional learning structures.
Personalised learninghasemergedasabeaconof innovationandempowermentaswestandonthe
precipiceofanewera.

Illich’s“DeschoolingSociety”remainsaseminalworkthatquestionedthefabricofformaleducation,
arguingfortheliberationofindividualsfrominstitutionalisedlearning.Hisinsightsspurredawaveof
criticaldiscourse,inspiringsubsequentgenerationsofscholarstodelvedeeperintothepossibilitiesof
personalisedlearning.

DrawingonIllich’sideas,esteemedauthorssuchasSirKenRobinson,in“TheElement:HowFind-
ingYourPassionChangesEverything”(2010),haveexploredtheimportanceofnurturingindividual
talentsandpassionswithineducation.Robinson’sworkunderscorestheneedtoshiftfromstandardised,
one-size-fits-allapproachestoasystemthatacknowledgesandembraceseachlearner’suniquestrengths
andinterests.

Furthermore,thepioneeringresearchofSugataMitra,asdemonstratedin“HoleintheWall”experi-
mentsand“SchoolintheCloud”(2021),hashighlightedthetransformativepotentialofself-directed,
technology-enabled learning. Mitra’s work showcases how access to information and collaborative
problem-solvingcanfosterpersonalizededucationalexperiences,transcendinggeographicalandsocio-
economicbarriers.

AswecompilethiscomprehensiveexplorationofTransforming Education for Personalized Learn-
ing,wemustrecognisethecontributionsoftheseinfluentialthinkersandotherswhohavecontinued
toshapethediscourse.Thisbookaimstobridgethegapbetweentheoryandpractice,offeringinsights
andstrategiesthateducators,policymakers,andlearnerscanemploytocreateamorepersonalisedand
effectivelearningenvironment.

Inthefollowingpages,weembarkonajourneytoexplorethediversefacetsofpersonalizedlearn-
ing,incorporatingthewisdomofIllichandbuildinguponthefoundationlaidbysubsequentscholars.
Thetransformativepotentialofpersonalisedlearningbeckonsustoreimagineeducation,ensuringit
becomesatrulyempoweringandenrichingexperienceforeveryone.
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