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Zongmin Ma (Z. M. Ma) received the PhD degree from the City University of Hong Kong in 2001 
and is currently a full professor in College of Information Science and Engineering at Northeastern 
University, China. His current research interests include intelligent database systems, knowledge man-
agement, the Semantic Web and XML, knowledge-bases systems, engineering database modeling, and 
enterprise information systems. Dr. Ma has published over 60 papers in international journals, confer-
ences, edited books and encyclopedias in these areas since 1998. He also edited and authored several 
scholarly books published by Idea Group Publishing and Springer-Verlag, respectively.

Huaiqing Wang is a professor at the Department of Information Systems, City University of Hong 
Kong. He is also the honorary dean and a guest professor of the School of Information Engineering, 
Wuhan University of Technology, China. He received his PhD in computer science from University of 
Manchester, UK, in 1987. Dr. Wang specializes in research and development of business intelligence 
systems, intelligent agents and their applications (such as multi-agent supported financial information 
systems, virtual learning systems, knowledge management systems, conceptual modeling and ontol-
ogy). He has published more than 40 international refereed journal articles. 
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Jingwei Cheng, is a PhD student at the Northeastern University, China. He received his bachelor’s 
degree from the College of Information Science and Engineering, Jilin University, China. His research 
interests include fuzzy description logics and Semantic Web, intelligent information processing, and 
fuzzy query answering over tractable fuzzy description logics.

Alfredo Cuzzocrea received the Laurea Degree in computer science engineering on April 2001 
and the PhD Degree in computer science and systems engineering on February 2005, both from the 
University of Calabria. Currently, he is a researcher at the Institute of High Performance Computing 
and Networking of the Italian National Research Council, and adjunct professor at the Department of 
Electronics, Computer Science and Systems of the University of Calabria. His research interests include 
multidimensional data modeling and querying, data warehousing and OLAP, data stream modeling and 
querying, XML data management, Web information systems modeling and engineering, knowledge 
representation and management models and techniques, Grid and P2P computing. He is author or co-
author of more than 70 papers in referred international conferences (including SSDBM, WISE, DEXA, 
DaWaK, DOLAP, IDEAS, SEKE, FQAS, SAC) and journals (including JIIS, DKE, WIAS, JDIM). He 
serves as program committee member of referred international conferences (including ICDM, CIKM, 
ICDCS, PAKDD, ECAI, WISE, DEXA, DaWaK, DOLAP, ADMA, IDEAS, FQAS, SAC, APWeb, 
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WAIM) and as review board member of referred international journals (including TODS, TKDE, IS, 
DKE, INS, IJSEKE, FGCS, JDIM, JCST, IJKESDP). Up-to-date information is available at http://si.deis.
unical.it/~cuzzocrea

Danica Damljanovic is a research associate in GATE team, Natural Language Processing Group, 
Department of Computer Science at the University of Sheffield, UK. Her scientific interests include 
knowledge sharing, ontologies, natural language processing, software engineering and application of 
artificial intelligence to tourism, specifically development of expert systems and semantic web applica-
tions. Currently she is working on semantically-enabled knowledge technologies by combining natural 
language processing with ontologies and knowledge discovery from structured content.

Vladan Devedzic is a professor of computer science at the University of Belgrade, FON - School of 
Business Administration, Department of Information Systems and Technologies. His long-term profes-
sional goal is to bring close together the ideas from the broad fields of intelligent systems and software 
engineering. His current professional and scientific interests include knowledge modeling, ontologies, 
intelligent reasoning techniques, Semantic Web, software engineering, and application of artificial 
intelligence to education and medicine.

Stathes Hadjiefthymiades received his BSc, MSc and PhD degrees in informatics from the Dept. 
of Informatics and Telecommunications, University of Athens (UoA). He also received a joint engineer-
ing-economics MSc from the National Technical University of Athens. In 1992 he joined the Greek 
consulting firm Advanced Services Group. In 1995 he joined the Communication Networks Laboratory 
(CNL) of UoA. During the period 2001–2002, he served as a visiting assistant professor at the University 
of Aegean, Dept. of Information and Communication Systems Engineering. On the summer of 2002 
he joined the faculty of the Hellenic Open University, Patras, Greece, as an assistant professor. Since 
December 2003, he is in the faculty of the Dept. of Informatics and Telecommunications, University of 
Athens, where he is presently an assistant professor. He has participated in numerous EU & National 
projects. His research interests are in the areas of web engineering, mobile/pervasive computing and 
networked multimedia. He has contributed to over 100 publications in these areas. Since 2004 he co-
ordinates the Pervasive Computing Research Group of CNL.

Kalapriya Kannan is a technical staff member at the IBM India research laboratory in Bangalore.  
Kalapriya has obtained her PhD from Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore and has been working in 
IBM for about 1 year. Her research interests spans systems and networks modeling and analysis, per-
vasive computing, streaming applications and systems management. Currently she has been working 
in the area of semantic web and knowledge extraction techniques and its applicability to reuse.

Lobna Karoui received a Master’s in intelligent systems from the University Paris-Dauphine. She 
is currently a PhD student at the engineering school ‘Supélec’ and the University Paris-11 in France 
and teaches at the University Paris-Sorbonne. Her research interests include artificial intelligence, data 
mining and semantic web. She is working on research into ontology learning, knowledge acquisition and 
evaluation and has published in national and international conferences and journals. She has served on 
review committees and delivered presentations concept extraction and evaluation. Currently, she is par-
ticipating in a national project related to two domains: ontology information retrieval and annotation.
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Markus Klemen is lecturer at the Technical University of Vienna and Managing Director of Secure 
Business Austria. His research focuses mainly on applied concepts of IT-security and semantic database 
solutions. Markus graduated with a Master’s degree in International Business Administration from the 
University of Vienna. During 10 years of work as IT-Security consultant and software project manager 
he carried out various customer projects. He introduced and thought several lectures on IT-Security 
at the Technical University of Vienna and was responsible for the IT-Management of the Institute for 
Software Technology and Interactive Systems.

Kostas Kolomvatsos received his BSc in informatics from the Department of Informatics at the Ath-
ens University of Economics and Business in 1995 and his MSc in computer science - new technologies 
in informatics and telecommunications from the Department of Informatics and Telecommunications 
at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (UoA) in 2005. He is now a PhD candidate in 
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens – Department of Informatics and Telecommunica-
tions under the supervision of assistant professor Stathes Hadjiefthymiades. His research interests are 
in the areas of Semantic Web technologies, ontological engineering, agent technologies and pervasive 
computing.

Juanzi Li is now an associate professor at the Department of Computer Science and Technology 
(DCST), Tsinghua University. She got PhD degree from DCST, Tsinghua in January, 2000. Her research 
areas are Semantic Web and Semantic Web Services, Text Mining and Knowledge Discovery including 
Semantic Content Management, News Mining, and Semantic based Service Discovery and Composition. 
She is the principal investigators of and joins in many projects supported by Natural Science Foundation 
of China, National Basic Science Research Program, and International Cooperation Projects. She has 
published more than ninety papers on international journals/conferences such as WWW, SIGIR, ISWC, 
SIGKDD, CIKM, JoDS and JoWS. More information can be found on his homepage: http://juanzili.
arnetminer.org/

Ning Li received her BEng degree in computer science and engineering department from Shandong 
University, China in 1997, and PhD degree in computer science from the University of Manchester, 
UK in 2002. She currently works as a research fellow at Centre for Communication System Research 
(CCSR) at the University of Surrey, UK. She is a work package coordinator for the UK DTI-funded 
ubiquitous services research programme. Her research interests include ubiquitous computing, Semantic 
Web and Web service.

Yi Li is now a third year master candidate in Department of Computer Science and Technology 
(DCST), Tsinghua University. He received his BE degree from the same department of Tsinghua Uni-
versity in 2005. His research interests include Semantic Web, ontology mapping. He had participated 
in the international ontology alignment contest (OAEI) in 2006 and 2007 and obtained good results.

Bangyong Liang is now an associate researcher in NEC Labs. China. He was born in 1978 and got 
PhD degree from Department of Computer Science and Technology, Tsinghua University in Jul, 2006. 
His research directions are ontology management, information retrieval and text processing. He has 
published more twenty research papers in conferences/journals such as ISWC, ASWC and WWW. More 
information can be found on his homepage: http://keg.cs.tsinghua.edu.cn/persons/lby
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Federica Mandreoli is a research associate at the Department of Information Engineering of the 
University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy. She holds a Laurea degree in computer science and a 
PhD in electronics engineering and computer science from the University of Bologna. Her scientific 
interests are in the field of information and knowledge management and, currently, mainly concerns 
data sharing in P2P networks and query processing over graph-structured data. As to those research 
themes, she is author of publications dealing with query processing in P2P networks, structural disam-
biguation for semantic-aware applications and personalized accesses to XML and ontologies and she 
joined national and international projects.

Riccardo Martoglia is a research associate at the Faculty of Mathematical, Physical and Natural 
Sciences of the University of Modena e Reggio Emilia. He received his Laurea Degree (cum Laude) 
and his PhD in computer engineering from the same university. He teaches a number of subjects in the 
area of databases, information systems, information retrieval and Semantic Web. His current research is 
about studying new methodologies for efficiently and effectively searching large and distributed (P2P) 
data repositories. He is author of many publications and book chapters about the above mentioned top-
ics.  He is a member of ACM and IEEE Computer Society.

Klaus Moessner is a senior research fellow in the Mobile Communications Research Group, at the 
Centre of Communication Systems Research (CCSR) at the University of Surrey. He earned his Dipl-
Ing (FH) at the University of Applied Science in Offenburg, Germany, an MSc from Brunel University, 
UK and his PhD from the University of Surrey (UK). His main responsibilities within CCSR include 
conducting research, managing and co-ordinating different research contracts and projects, supervision 
of PhD and MSc students and teaching courses at postgraduate student level. He leads a research team 
on Software based systems and IP based internetworking technologies in CCSR. Klaus is responsible 
for the content and service adaptation work package in the Mobile VCE core 4 research programme 
Ubiquitous Services.

Wilma Penzo received the MS degree in computer science in 1993 from the University of Bologna, 
Italy, and the PhD degree in electronic and computer engineering from the same University in 1997. 
Since 1996, she has been a research associate at the Department of Electronics and Computer Science 
(DEIS), University of Bologna, and at the IEIIT Institute of Italian CNR (National Council of Research). 
Her main research interests include query processing in the Semantic Web, semantic peer-to-peer sys-
tems, fuzzy query languages for multimedia databases, semistructured databases, indexing and query 
processing in XML digital libraries. She has served as a reviewer for several international journals and 
conferences in the database area.

Livia Predoiu is a PhD student at the University of Mannheim, Germany, and has received her 
master degree from the University of Freiburg, Germany. Her research interests include probabilistic 
knowledge representation formalisms and distributed reasoning for the purpose of information integra-
tion on the Semantic Web. More information can be found on her homepage: http://webrum.uni-man-
nheim.de/math/lpredoiu/

Stefan Raffeiner completed his Master’s in computer science at the Vienna University of Technol-
ogy and focused on IT-security and data storage.



  ���

About the Contributors

Simona Sassatelli is a PhD Student in computer science at the International Doctorate School in 
Information and Communication Technologies of the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia. She 
received her Laurea degree cum laude and her Laurea Magistralis degree cum laude in computer engi-
neering from the same University. Her scientific interests are in the field of information and knowledge 
management and mainly concern data sharing and retrieval in P2P networks. She is author of publica-
tions about the above mentioned topics, with particular reference to semantic query routing and network 
organization. She is a member of ACM and IEEE Computer Society.

Biplav Srivastava is a research staff member at the IBM India research laboratory in New Delhi 
and Bangalore, India. Biplav has over 12 years of research experience of which 7 is in IBM Research 
(industrial setting). Biplav’s research interests are in planning, scheduling, policies, learning and in-
formation management, and their practical applications in services -- infrastructure and software (web 
services), semantic web, autonomic computing and societal domains. Biplav has extensive research ex-
perience in web services and semantic web, and lead the influential Synthy http://domino.research.ibm.
com/comm/research_people.nsf/pages/biplav.Synthy.html web services composition technology which 
was piloted at a major telecommunication company. Biplav has a PhD and Master’s from Arizona State 
University, USA and a Bachelor’s from IT-BHU, India, all in computer science. Biplav is the author of 
over 50 refereed papers and has over 20 patent filings and awards.

Heiner Stuckenschmidt is professor of computer science at the University of Mannheim where he 
leads the research group on knowledge representation and knowledge management. His research in-
terests include distributed and large scale knowledge representation for semantic web applications and 
intelligent information systems. He received his PhD from the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam in 2003 
for a thesis on ontology-based information sharing. He is author of a book on information sharing on 
the semantic web and has published more than 50 papers in international journals and conferences. He 
served as member of the programme committee for the most important conference on semantic web 
technologies and is member of the editorial board of the Journal on Data Semantics.

Jie Tang is now an assistant professor in Department of Computer Science and Technology (DCST), 
Tsinghua University. He was born in 1977 and got Ph.D. degree from DCST, Tsinghua in Jul, 2006. 
His research directions are semantic annotation, ontology interoperability, text mining, and machine 
learning. He has published more than forty research papers in international conferences/journals, such 
as SIGKDD, ISWC, ASWC, ACL, ICDM, and WWW. He is the principal investigator of NSFC project, 
Minnesota/China Collaborative project, IBM innovative joint-research project, etc., and also took part 
in research projects including National Foundational Science Research (973), NSFC and several inter-
national cooperation projects. More information can be found on his homepage: http://keg.cs.tsinghua.
edu.cn/persons/tj

Giorgio Villani is a PhD student in computer science at the International Doctorate School in Infor-
mation and Communication Technologies of the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia. He received 
his Laurea degree and Laurea Magistralis degree cum laude in engineering management from the 
University of Bologna. His research focuses primarily on information retrieval and dataspace systems 
and, currently, mainly concerns query processing over graph-structured data.
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Hailong Wang is a PhD student at the Northeastern University, China. He received his bachelor’s 
degree from the College of Computer Science and Technology, Shandong University, China. His research 
interests include fuzzy knowledge representation formalisms, fuzzy rule reasoning, fuzzy extensions to 
OWL and the implementation technologies of the rule reasoning machine on the Semantic Web.

Edgar R. Weippl (CISSP, CISA, CISM) is science director of Secure Business Austria and university 
assistant at the Vienna University of Technology. His research focuses on applied concepts of IT-secu-
rity and e-learning. Edgar has taught several tutorials on security issues in e-learning at international 
conferences, including ED-MEDIA 2003-2007 and E-Learn 2005. In 2005, he published Security in E-
Learning with Springer. After graduating with a PhD from the Vienna University of Technology, Edgar 
worked for two years in a research startup. He then spent one year teaching as an assistant professor 
at Beloit College, WI. From 2002 to 2004, while with the software vendor ISIS Papyrus, he worked as 
a consultant for an HMO (Empire BlueCross BlueShield) in New York, NY and Albany, NY, and for 
Deutsche Bank (PWM) in Frankfurt, Germany.

Li Yan, is an associate professor at the College of Information Science and Engineering, Northeastern 
University, China. Her research interests include XML databases, intelligent information processing 
and fuzzy database modeling.

Limin Yao is a third year master candidate in Department of Computer Science and Technology, 
Tsinghua University. She earned her BE degree from Department of Computer Science in Xi’an Jiaotong 
University in 2005. Her research interests cover information extraction, semantic annotation, natural 
language processing, and information retrieval. She was an intern at Microsoft Research Asia. She had 
published several academic papers. For more details, please refer to her homepage http://keg.cs.tsinghua.
edu.cn/persons/lmyao/

Duo Zhang is now a PhD candidate in Department of Computer Science at UIUC. He obtained 
his bachelor degree and master degree from Department of Computer Science at Tsinghua University 
respectively in 2005 and 2007. His research interests include information extraction, data mining, in-
formation retrieval, and statistical machine learning. He was a visiting student in Microsoft Research 
Asia from 2004 to 2006. For more details, please refer to his homepage: http://keg.cs.tsinghua.edu.
cn/persons/duozhang

Anna V. Zhdanova is a senior researcher at ftw. – Telecommunications Research Center Vienna, 
Austria. Earlier she worked as a researcher at the University of Surrey, UK, and at DERI, University 
of Innsbruck, Austria. Anna has been a doctoral student in Informatics at the University of Innsbruck 
and has defended her PhD thesis “An approach to ontology construction and its application to commu-
nity portals” in 2006. She has received a diploma in mathematics and computer science equivalent to 
the Master’s degree in 2003 from Novosibirsk State University, Russia. She is an author of more than 
30 refereed papers in international journals, conference and workshop proceedings.


